
The village of  Spences Bridge spans both sides of the Thompson River 
and much of it has grown up around what is now called the Old Spences 
Bridge.  This older one lane bridge is central to the character and function 
of the town and it is used daily by locals and visitors alike, whether by 
automobile, motorcycle, bicycle, or by walking. A newer bridge 
downstream, on the outskirts of town, was built in the 60's as part of the 
Trans Canada Highway. Although this newer bridge makes access 
between both sides of town possible to pedestrians and cyclists, its 
primary purpose is to service highway traffic, not the infrastructure needs 
of the villagers who are put in harms way during the highway access 
required. The Old Spences Bridge, on the other hand, clearly services 
these needs and is, in fact, central to the spirit and vitality of the 
community. To remove the bridge, without replacement with at least a 
walking/cycling bridge, is to seriously damage the integrity of our village. 
We trust that this is not the intention of the Minister or the government and 
that a re-examination of the wisdom of the current decision is in order.
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Rather than witness the complete removal of the Old Spences Bridge,  I call 
for a repurposing of the structure such that, at minimum,  it will 
accommodate pedestrians and cyclists. Further, I would like to see it 
creatively adapted to become a venue for cultural activities aimed at 
“bridging” our native and non-native communities.



Any re-examination must take into account a crucial and glaring oversight on 
the part of the Ministry of Transport as shown in discussion documents supplied 
by it regarding closure of Old Spences Bridge. Those documents completely 
ignore an important segment of our village which has existed since long before 
European colonizers made their way into the area. This oversight is evidenced 
most obviously by the map of Spences Bridge (Map 1 below) used to show the 
relative location of the Old Bridge to the rest of the village. Not shown on that 
map is the old First Nations village site of Nkamtci’n (shown on Map 2), now 
considered to be a suburb of the Spences Bridge created by non-indigenous 
colonizers. This more ancient component of our village, now the source of 
drinking water for the whole community, is home to most of its younger 
population. Yet, Nkamtci’n is not  shown on the map provided  by the Ministry, 
nor is it mentioned in any of its discussion points. 

Map 1



Map 3

Residents of Nkamtci’n will have to travel at least 5 km to reach that portion of town 
previously accessible by only half that distance via Old Spences Bridge. For motorists 
this merely means added fuel consumption but for cyclists and walkers required to use 
the highway, there is a significant safety hazard due to high volume vehicular traffic 
which includes logging trucks and other large transport vehicles.

See related YouTube video at http://youtu.be/YZvg0r12I8g
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http://youtu.be/YZvg0r12I8g
http://youtu.be/YZvg0r12I8g


BRIDGING OUR WAY TO A MORE HEALTHY FUTURE

A newly formed Elders Vision Council is actively working within the Spences 
Bridge community to bridge native and non-native  cultures through cross-
cultural workshops and social events. Made up of both native and non-native 
elders and funded by a New Horizons for Seniors grant from the federal 
government, the council is in its early stages of growth. Events facilitated by the 
group have included healing and craft workshops, and themed, elder-led 
community dinners such as a recent “Festival of Baskets”. 

Mosaic Workshop

Mask Workshop



RE-PURPOSED BRIDGE IN
BOWNESS, CALGARY SUBURB.

In the spirit of such attempts 
as those indicated above to 
strengthen the vitality of the 
village-as-a-whole, 
repurposing Old Spences 
Bridge to accommodate such 
cultural events as fairs, 
markets, musical celebrations, 
weddings, etc. would go a 
long way toward providing an 
ideal venue for further 
integrative cultural activities 
initiated by the Elder’s Vision 
Council and by other social 
entities such as Cook’s Ferry 
Band and the Spences Bridge 
Community Club, sponsor of 
the annual Desert Daze Music 
Festival.



TOURISM BENEFITS

A restructured bridge could provide safe access to riverside for the many fishermen 
who come to Spences Bridge from around the globe because of its long-held 
reputation as the steelhead fishing capital of the world. Professional rafting 
companies use local beaches to launch their expeditions. Hikers and bikers find the 
local terrain to be exceptional. Artists and photographers find endlessly fascinating  
views  and light. Motorcyclists find canyon riding to be some of the finest anywhere.
A  repurposed  Old Spences Bridge,  programmed with interesting cultural activities 
to augment these attractions,  would  make Spences Bridge an even more attractive 
destination than it already is. Let us make it  so!

The view from Old Spences Bridge as painted by Spences Bridge resident Teresa Wild.


